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I saw an illustration one time that I have not been able to forget.  It was an image of a big 

thermostat with degrees listed from 110 to 180, to 212 degrees.  It showed a progression from 

warm heat to the boiling point of 212 degrees. 

 

The illustration pointed out that as Christians simply going to church once in awhile, and doing 

the things that most people feel make good church members, usually only generates heat that 

falls somewhere between 110 and 180 degrees.  It can feel kind of warm on the inside; it can 

make them feel like they are living the way that every Christian should. 

 

Yet the reality is that those who live between 110-180 degrees don’t usually care very much 

about those who are lost spiritually in this world.  In fact, worship is often thought of as 

something that is just for them.  At this 110-180 degrees, why should you care about serving the 

poor and needy or giving your time to actually be involved in a mission? 

 

Why should you care about growing your giving to the church, becoming a tither or about 

supporting a special mission outreach?  As long as your faith is in this temperature range it is 

easy to simply tip God, or give some leftover money rather than first fruits. 

 

Or what about loving your enemies or forgiving those who have hurt you?  To be in this warm 

area it is easy to keep unresolved issues in one’s heart.  It is easy to just keep living a 

comfortable life with no real desire or concern that you change things about yourself. 

 

If your idea of being a Christian is to simply go to church once in awhile; if you are simply going 

through the motions of what you think church membership is all about, then what kind of real 

energy and power can come from that?  How can you ever bear abundant fruit and witness in this 

world? 

 

That is why I believe Jesus says in Revelation 3:16, “So because you are lukewarm—neither hot 

nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”  Jesus is saying that those in this 110-180 

degree range are ones that even he often has the most difficult time with. 

 

Jesus is saying that it is much easier for him to work with someone who is hot and turned on by 

the Gospel, or with someone who is cold and doesn’t know him at all.  Those who are lukewarm 

are always the biggest challenge to Jesus because they are often so religious and nice. 

 

Those who are lukewarm are often those who are the most concerned about doing all of the nice 

religious things like supporting the church as simply a social organization.  The lukewarm are 

often the most challenging because they are usually lifted up as wonderful examples of church 

membership; many churches would simply fall apart without them. 

 

Yet Jesus minces no words that he is about to “spit (them) out of his mouth.”  The truth is that 

Jesus never intended his church to simply be people going through some religious motions.  He 

never intended his church to be a comfortable place where all that matters is keeping certain 

people happy; keeping the church as a place where people can feel all warm and cozy. 



 

Rather Jesus commissioned his church, his followers, to be filled with the fire of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus calls his disciples to the boiling point of 212 degrees where we bubble over with his love, 

power, joy and mission. 

 

Christ’s church as found in the Bible has nothing to do with being comfortable, or having an 

inward focus.  Rather Christ’s church is always to be focused outward—to reaching the lost; 

caring for the poor; loving the unlovable; witnessing for Jesus so all may come to know him. 

 

With lukewarm churches, and lukewarm Christians all over our country and world today, no 

wonder so many churches and denominations are dying.  No wonder there is so little Christian 

impact on the values in our society; so little help for people as they face many struggles. 

 

Satan, my friends, loves lukewarm churches and Christians.  As long as their mission is all about 

them, Satan doesn’t need to fear a Christian revival or lives being radically changed by Christ.  

Satan doesn’t need to worry about the church impacting and changing lives and communities.   

 

Yet how can we break out of this lukewarm Christianity?  How can we get to the 212 degree 

boiling point?  How can we as individuals, and our church at Messiah, become the mission 

centered community Jesus calls us to?  How can this be our New Year’s Resolution for 2014? 

 

The first and most important ingredient in setting a fire in our lives is that you open your life up 

to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  It means opening your life up to the ways that God 

can touch your heart; it means stepping out in faith and trust, and allowing God to use you in his 

mission for Jesus. 

 

The Apostle Paul said in Romans 8:5, “Those who live according to the sinful nature have their 

minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 

minds set on what the Spirit desires.”  God calls us to open our hearts to God’s desires and to the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Opening up to the Holy Spirit means, of course, getting involved in spiritual disciplines and 

practices.  This means reading your Bible often and taking time to pray.  Spiritual practices mean 

having a quiet time when we are open to the Holy Spirit working in our heart. 

 

A second way to open up to the Holy Spirit is to get involved in a regular learning opportunity.  

This means to be part of a Bible study; a Christ-centered small group; by listening to sermons 

and the Bible on things like your Smart Phone, and tablet.  Many at Messiah have already found 

God’s Spirit working in them in new ways through our Men’s & Women’s Bible studies, through 

being a mentor for our youth, through singing and providing hospitality for worship. 

 

A third way to open up to the Holy Spirit is through serving, through investing your life in 

helping others.  It is amazing what happens in your heart when you focus not only on your own 

troubles, but rather on someone else’s needs. 

 

To put our love into action by serving has been known to ignite the Spirit’s power in many 

hearts, and to even change people’s whole reason for living.  We have seen this at Messiah with 

people involved in Stephen Ministry, in mission quilting, in helping with the Food Shelf, and in 

the prayer chain.  The Holy Spirit definitely grows your faith as you use it in service. 

 



The fourth way to open up to the Holy Spirit is through acts of compassion and care, and through 

giving sacrificially out of concern for those who don’t know Jesus.  When you put your money 

where your mouth is; when you seek first God’s kingdom and his love for others; the Holy 

Spirit’s power is set free in all you do, and in all you live for. 

 

This again is being seen at Messiah as so many are growing in their stewardship and giving, with 

more people seeking to grow their faith each day.  It is also seen as we are becoming more of an 

outreach focused church rather than an inward centered church. 

 

As people in this congregation are getting more focused on how we can give our love away; as 

many are more focused using our facility as an outreach to this community; as many are growing 

in their concern that people come to know Jesus in a personal way, the Holy Spirit is more active 

and alive. 

 

Amazing things are happening in people’s lives, and in this church, when we more closely 

follow God’s call and leading.  Miracles of changed lives and growing mission are evident as we 

step out in faith.  It is allowing the Holy Spirit to ignite us to a 212 degree life of joy in God’s 

Spirit. 

 

Galatians 5:22 says, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  The truth is that these fruit are not simply things we 

do on our own.  In other words, to just try to be more loving, or patient, or kind, can easily be 

something superficial that doesn’t last. 

 

Yet when you allow the Holy Spirit to work in you, and when you grow deeper in him, it is then 

that God can bring you to the boiling point of 212 degrees.  It is then that your life will bubble 

over with this fruit of the Spirit; it is then that your love and care will be like Jesus. 

 

How about you today, my friend?  Where are you at as far as temperature on this thermostat?  

How about our church?  Are you lukewarm at 110-180 degrees?  Are you focused more on being 

comfortable, on going through the motions, or on being entertained in worship? 

 

Are you growing warmer in Jesus through getting involved in these spiritual practices and steps?  

Are you praying each day that the Holy Spirit may ignite and empower you, and that you may 

step out more boldly in your faith?  Are you bubbling over at 212 degrees with all the love and 

joy God wants to give you? 

 

My friends, Jesus warns us about being neither hot nor cold.  My prayer is that you will be set on 

fire through God’s love and grace.  My prayer is that your life, and our church in this coming 

year of 2014, will bubble over in this whole region and area with love, mission, outreach and 

care.  My prayer is that rather than a lukewarm church that we will be alive and on fire with the 

Holy Spirit. 


